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Now, we hope our Republican col-
leagues don’t take the cynical track of
trying to spin the report’s contents to
somehow sully the completely separate
and ongoing investigation into Putin’s
meddling in the 2016 election. The DOJ
IG report is likely to focus on the con-
duct of the Justice Department and the
FBI in handling the Clinton email in-
vestigation in the runup to the 2016
election. Mueller was not appointed at
that point. He wasn’t a gleam in any-
one’s eye. So what he is doing is to-
tally independent of what happened
here.

Furthermore, when the President
says ‘‘witch hunt” and somehow
blames Democrats for this, well, what-
ever Comey did hurt Hillary Clinton,
and he didn’t do the same thing to
President Trump, which would have
hurt him. He released the details of
Hillary’s investigation—many of us
thought he did that wrongly—but
didn’t release any details of the inves-
tigation into possible collusion of the
Trump campaign with the Russians.

So this idea that somehow what
Comey did and what Mueller is doing
was designed to hurt President Trump
and Republicans at Democrats’ behest
is like ‘‘Alice in Wonderland’’—it is the
opposite of the facts. The investigation
into Putin’s meddling in our elections
and any potential associations between
Russian intelligence and the Trump
campaign is an entirely separate inves-
tigation from what happened with Hil-
lary Clinton.

It would be erroneous to try to use
the information in the IG report to dis-
credit the special counsel, but we hear
rumblings that some of these very par-
tisan Republicans, led by Chairman
NUNES, may try to go down that road.
We hope they won’t be so cynical or so
willing to twist the facts inside out and
turn truth on its head, all for political
gain.

It is crucial—critical—that Special
Counsel Mueller’s investigation get to
the bottom of what happened and who
was involved in Russia’s efforts to in-
fluence the outcome of the 2016 elec-
tion.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 5515, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2019 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Inhofe/McCain modified amendment No.
2282, in the nature of a substitute.

McConnell (for Toomey) amendment No.
2700 (to amendment No. 2282), to require con-
gressional review of certain regulations
issued by the Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States.

Reed/Warren amendment No. 2756 (to
amendment No. 2700), to require the author-
ization of appropriation of amounts for the
development of new or modified nuclear
weapons.

Lee amendment No. 2366 (to the language
proposed to be stricken by amendment No.
2282), to clarify that an authorization to use
military force, a declaration of war, or any
similar authority does not authorize the de-
tention without charge or trial of a citizen
or lawful permanent resident of the United
States.

Reed amendment No. 2842 (to amendment
No. 2366), to require the authorization of ap-
propriation of amounts for the development
of new or modified nuclear weapons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

SUICIDE EPIDEMIC

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to
address a public health issue that has
left in its wake a trail of tragedy and
shattered life. The suicide epidemic has
touched all sectors of our society, but
the problem is particularly acute
among LGBT who have experienced
bullying and discrimination at every
turn. In the most devastating cases,
these teenagers even face estrange-
ment from their own families. That is
why today, in honor of Pride Month, I
wish to devote a significant portion of
my remarks to them—my young
friends in the LGBT community.

The prevalence of suicide, especially
among LGBT teens, is a serious prob-
lem that requires national attention.
No one should ever feel less because of
their gender identity or sexual orienta-
tion. LGBT youth deserve our unwav-
ering love and support. They deserve
our validation and the assurance that
not only is there a place for them in
this society but that it is far better off
because of them.

These young people need us, and we
desperately need them. We need their
light to illuminate the richness and di-
versity of God’s creations. We need the
grace, beauty, and brilliance they bring
to the world. That is why, as we com-
memorate Pride Month, my message
today is one of love for my LGBT
brothers and sisters. It is also a call for
action to Americans of all political
stripes.
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Regardless of where you stand on the
cultural issues of the day—whether you
are a religious conservative, a secular
liberal, or somewhere in between—we
all have a special duty to each other.
That duty is to treat one another with
dignity and respect. It is not simply to
tolerate but to love.

The first tenet of my faith is to love
one another. The same Man who taught
this principle also lived it by His exam-
ple. In an era characterized by rigid so-
cial divisions, He broke down barriers
propped up by centuries of tradition
and cultural belief. In His teachings,
He made no distinction between man or
woman, Jew or Gentile, sinner or saint
but invited all to come to Him—all. He
saw beyond the arbitrary differences of
group identity to the inherent worth of
the individual. He taught that we were
all equal because we are all children of
the same God and partakers of the
same human condition. This Man loved
radically, and He challenged all of us
to do the same.

If there were ever a time to show our
LGBT friends just how much we love
them, it is now. In a world where mil-
lions suffer in silence, we owe it to
each other to love loudly. That is why
I am a strong supporter of Utah’s Love
Loud Festival, among many other ef-
forts to combat suicide and improve
mental health in the LGBT commu-
nity, which is afflicted by these prob-
lems. These young men and women de-
serve to feel loved, cared for, and ac-
cepted for who they are. I don’t think
they chose to be who they are. They
are born to be who they are, and we
ought to understand that. They deserve
to know they belong and that our soci-
ety is stronger because of them.

Ensuring that our LGBT friends feel
loved and accepted is not a political
issue; we all have a stake in this. We
all have family or loved ones who have
felt marginalized in one way or another
because of gender identity or sexual
orientation, and we need to be there for
them.

On a much broader scale, we need to
be there for anyone struggling with
feelings of isolation, especially those
experiencing suicidal thoughts. By no
means is suicide a problem exclusive to
the LGBT community. In one way or
another, this public health crisis has
affected all Americans, regardless of
color, class, or creed.

Over the last two decades, the suicide
epidemic has taken tens of thousands
of lives, with suicide rates rising by as
much as 30 percent across the country.
The severity of this public health crisis
was thrown into sharp relief last week
with the tragic deaths of Kate Spade
and Anthony Bourdain.

In my home State of Utah, the statis-
tics are particularly alarming. Every 14
hours, a Utahn dies by suicide, result-
ing in an average of 630 deaths each
year. The problem is so acute that
Utah now has the fifth highest suicide
rate in the Nation.

In addressing this topic today, my
heart is both heavy and hopeful—heavy
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